
 
 

For Details, Contact: 
Dan Forshaw 
Tel 07968 528929 
Email dan.forshaw@mchw.org.uk 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REVD TONY MILES READS LESSON AT COMMONWEALTH DAY SERVICE 
METHODISTS REPRESENTED AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Revd Tony Miles, Superintendent Minister of Methodist Central Hall Westminster took part in the first Commonwealth 

Day service at Westminster Abbey today in the presence of TRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall, TRH 

The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and other senior members of the Royal Family.  Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

was present along with Leader of the Opposition Sir Keir Starmer.  Sadly HM Queen was unable to attend and everyone 

at Methodist Central Hall Westminster holds The Queen in our prayers.   

Held on the second Monday of March each year, the Commonwealth Service is Britain’s largest annual inter-faith 

gathering, and celebrates the people and cultures of the 54 Commonwealth nations. 

The service, which was broadcast live on BBC One was conducted by the Dean of Westminster, David Hoyle and 

included performances by singers Mica Paris and Emeli Sandé. The address was given by the former Archbishop of 

York, Lord Sentamu of Lindisfarne and Masooli.  

Revd Tony Miles said, 'It was such a privilege to take part in the televised Commonwealth Day service today at 

Westminster Abbey. The Commonwealth Day service is one of the many significant national events hosted so splendidly 

by our good friends at the Abbey. Being invited, as a close neighbour, to lead one of the prayers at the Abbey is an 

honour - the fruit of MCHW, the Abbey, & Westminster Cathedral working together for many years.’ He added, 

‘Commonwealth day reminds us of the diversity of the people and countries that make up the Commonwealth, and the 

importance of recognising that we all need to heed the call of duty and service.’ 

 

###  ENDS ### 

Notes 

1. Methodist Central Hall is a global Christian family following Jesus at the heart of London.  With members from over 35 national 
groupings the church has been based in its historic building since 1912.  In 1946 the church moved out for two months so that 
the first meeting of the United Nations could take place in the Great Hall.  In 1966 the Jules Rimet World Cup trophy was stolen 
from the building and the first performance of Joseph and Amazing Technicolored Dream coat took place.  

2. The Commonwealth Service at Westminster Abbey has been held since 1972. It is Britain’s largest meeting place for faiths, 
and celebrates the people and cultures of the Commonwealth nations.
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