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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PRAYERS SAID FOR UKRAINE AT DAFFODIL DAY FESTIVAL 
METHODISTS GATHER TOGETHER AND PRAY FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE

The annual Daffodil Day Service at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London was held on Saturday, 5th March in 

the historic Great Hall. During the service, (attended by the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Andrew Smith), prayers were 

said for the situation in Ukraine in a show of solidarity for those defending their country. 

Leading the service was the Revd Tony Miles, Superintendent Minister at Methodist Central Hall, alongside broadcaster 

and Songs of Praise presenter, Pam Rhodes. Also taking part in the service were the President of the Methodist 

Conference Revd Sonia Hicks, Vice President Barbara Easton and music from Tenor Anando Mukerjee, The Boxted 

Methodist Silver Band and Gospel Singer Mariam Davina.  

Revd Tony Miles said, ‘Daffodil Day is our annual Spring Festival for Christian Encouragement and Renewal. Our theme 

for this year was, 'He bids us to build each other up!' Naturally given the events in the past week we wanted to hold the 

people of Ukraine in our prayers, and build them up both spiritually and practically. A retiring offering was taken for 

Przemysl Methodist Church in Poland, which borders the Ukraine and is supporting those fleeing the conflict.’  

###  ENDS ### 

Notes 

1. Methodist Central Hall is a global Christian family following Jesus at the heart of London.  With members from over 35 national 
groupings the church has been based in its historic building since 1912.  In 1946 the church moved out for two months so that 
the first meeting of the United Nations could take place in the Great Hall.  In 1966 the Jules Rimet World Cup trophy was stolen 
from the building and the first performance of Joseph and Amazing Technicolored Dream coat took place.  

2. Dr Joanna Williamson is a MCHW Church Member and Local Preacher, who hails from Poland.  Joanna has told us that 
currently a lot of large organisations are struggling to respond quickly enough to the needs on the ground, which will only 
intensify as the number of people crossing the border grows.  Poland has estimated they can cope with maybe 1 million 
refugees, but 7 million are expected to come. All relief efforts, therefore, big and small are needed.  Joanna has a relationship 
with the Methodist congregation in Przemysl, it is a small community that out of themselves can not offer much, therefore the 
gifts from MCHW this weekend will go a long way in reaching those desperately in need arriving at their border city. 

3. Media Interviews with Dr Joanna Williamson and Revd Tony Miles to support this story can be made upon request to Dan 
Forshaw (dan.forshaw@mchw.org.uk or 07968 528929)
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